ATTENTION PRACTITIONERS

***Important Prescribing Deadline Approaching***

____________________________

New York State 

Department of Health

A new Public Health Law requires that all prescriptions written in New York State be issued on an official New York State prescription form.  The new law was enacted to combat prescription fraud and goes into full effect on April 19, 2006.

To help your office move more easily into compliance with the new law, you are strongly encouraged to begin ordering and using official prescription forms for all your written prescriptions now.  It is very important to note that after April 19, 2006, pharmacies will not be permitted to fill prescriptions written on non-official prescription pads.  

All practitioners must first register with the Department’s Official Prescription Program to receive official prescriptions free of charge.   Registered practitioners are urged to now order an ample supply of official prescriptions (the number you would normally use for all prescribing in a 3-month period). As the new program gets under way in April, the Department anticipates an increased influx of such requests from practitioners for the new forms. For this reason, it is strongly recommended that practitioners place their orders within the next 7 to 10 days.   

If you have not yet registered to receive your official prescriptions, please obtain a registration packet as soon as possible by calling the State’s Official Prescription Program toll free at 1-866-772-4683. 

